


We want future healthcare to be aligned 
with the backgrounds and needs of the 
communities it serves. This means not 
only striving for excellence in research and 
academic standards, but also examining the 
factors that contribute to positive health for 
everyone. 
As a young medical school in a high-ranking, 
forward-looking university, Lancaster has the 
autonomy to focus on the unfolding health 
needs of the population, at the local, national 
and global level. We are passionate about 
inspiring future generations to address health 
inequalities.
We are justly proud of the community we have 
created within Lancaster Medical School. As 
a team, we nurture talent to bring out the full 
potential of our students. We strive to create 
resilient, work-ready medical practitioners who 
are conǬdent in themselves and conǬdent in 
questioning the future direction of healthcare 
provision. 
Our students learn to take an holistic approach 
to medicine and to explore health from all sides. 
There is no part of our teaching where book 
learning happens in isolation. We combine 
problem-based learning and clinical placements 
with teaching from academics and clinicians. 
You should come to us armed with practical 
skill sets and plenty of self-discipline, as well 
as academic excellence. One question we will 
always ask of you, whichever medical career you 
choose: what impact will you have on health? 



Lancaster Medical School has 
a comprehensive network of 
formal and informal mechanisms 
in place to provide support and 
guidance, to help you cope with 
the transition to university, and 
throughout your clinical training.

Student Support Team 

Our Student Support Team comprises a small 
group of academic and professional services 
staǪ who provide conǬdential help and advice 
on a range of issues that may aǪect your 
studies including: academic issues, physical 
and mental health issues, disability, personal or 



Health Innovation

The Health Innovation Campus has been 
developed to create a dynamic health-focussed 
community at Lancaster University, where 
health research and medical skills development 
are at the top of the agenda.

It provides state-of-the-art teaching facilities 
- including a simulated hospital ward in our 
Clinical Skills and Simulation laboratory and a 
cutting-edge anatomy suite - as well as break-
out spaces and shared facilities for working 
outside the classroom.

Student-focused 

We are proud to remain one of the UK’s smaller 
medical schools, even after the recent increase 
in the number of MBChB places available. Our 
size allows us to oǪer you a student-focused 
learning environment within a highly supportive 
community.

Equipped

A modern medical school, Lancaster utilises 
new technologies in its anatomy teaching, 
including Anatomage tables for virtual 
dissection. Anatomage allows you to learn 
anatomy in tandem with learning to interpret 
clinical images.

The Clinical Skills and Simulation laboratory 
is a mock clinical setting that oǪers a safe 
environment for students to learn and practise 
practical procedures, examinations and other 
clinical skills. It includes a fully installed SMOTS 
system in each clinical skills bay. We use 

simulation-based teaching (using whole-patient 
manikins to replicate clinical scenarios) and use 
ultrasound scanning in practical procedures 
(intraveneous cannulation, for example). We 
have recently introduced two independent 
learning rooms to allow students to practice 



We asked Medical student Meltem 
to explain PBL and how the 
sessions are run.

How would you explain PBL to a new

student?

Problem-based learning is a mixture of 
independent learning and group work. You 
have a scenario that you read in a group, pick 
out important keywords and decide your own 
learning objectives. It’s good to make your own 
learning objectives because you can direct 
your learning, and if there’s a particular part that 
you’re interested in, you can go away and learn 
more about it. 

Everyone in the group contributes and you try 
to bring in prior knowledge. So you discuss 
what you already know about the topic as a 
group, then you have a week or two to research 
the topic independently via reading, watching 
videos, there’s loads of resources that you 
can use and it’s up to you which ones you use. 
Then you come back and feed back. Explaining 
topics to other students solidiǬed it in my head 
and also other students explaining things to me, 
especially if I wasn’t quite sure, helps it stick in 
your mind and it­s a team eǪort.

How is a PBL session run?

The group picks a student to run the session 
and a scribe to write down the ideas and 
the learning objectives, so it’s all run by the 
students. The tutors are there to guide you, they 
make sure that you’re staying on the right topic, 
if you­re way oǪ with the learning objectives and 
it’s not meeting the intended ones, then they 
bring you back on topic.

How do you think PBL prepares you to 

be a doctor? 

It instils responsibility and independent learning 
as it’s up to you to maintain your knowledge. It’s 
having the discipline to think: “this is my module 
for the next two weeks and I’m going to do the 
work¯. It­s also Ǭguring out how in-depth you 
need to go into a topic and which resources to 
use. It gives you critical skills as well, because 
you’re evaluating a resource. You’re given 
research papers to read, which again you’re 
evaluating, you’re trying to pick out what’s 
important, which is what you do as a doctor - 
evaluate research and critically analyse.

You say that working in a team is a 

big part of PBL, would you say there 

is a strong sense of community 

within the Medical School?

Yes deǬnitely. In Ǭrst year, you don­t know 
anyone and lectures oǪer limited time to talk 
to other students. Whereas in PBL, you’re in 
smaller groups, so you meet everyone in your 
group and every term you change groups. 
You make friends and I think you develop a 



Our four Curriculum Themes
Medical Sciences

The scientific knowledge that underpins 
doctors’ understanding of normal and 
abnormal structure and function, how a 
disease can present and progress, and how it 
can be investigated and managed.

In year one, you will gain an understanding 
of the anatomy, physiology, immunology, 
biochemistry, microbiology, and cellular and 
molecular biology of the healthy individual.

In years two to five you will explore 
disease pathology; you will learn about the 
pharmacology of therapeutic agents and the 
scientific basis of clinical investigation.







MBChB Medicine and Surgery

Year One
In year one, you will be based 
primarily at the University. You will 
complete 11 two-week problem-
based learning (PBL) modules, in 
which you will be introduced to 
key concepts in biomedical and 
social science, and learn about 
the normal structure and function 
of the human body.
You will attend weekly anatomy teaching 
sessions in the Clinical Anatomy Learning 
Centre (CALC), to explore human anatomy. 
You will receive a thorough grounding in basic 
clinical skills (examinations, procedures and 
techniques) through weekly training sessions in 
the Clinical Skills Centre, and you will undertake 
extensive communication skills training to 
prepare you for patient contact in years two to 
Ǭve.

Study Skills Module

In year one, you will complete a Study Skills 
Module that will prepare you for future 
coursework assignments. All coursework 
assignments are designed to encourage 
diversity of approach and to give you the choice 
and opportunity to explore particular interests, 
while developing intellectual and practical skills 





MBChB Medicine and Surgery

Year Three
In year three, you will complete 
five rotations, each of which will 
include patient contact, clinical 
teaching, PBL and other teaching 
activities, such as lectures or 
tutorials.
For some of your PBL modules, you will use 
real clinical cases instead of a written scenario; 
you will present information from your own 
patient histories and use this information as the 
stimulus for developing your learning objectives.

You will learn about common conditions, 
and their underlying pathology; you will learn 
the speciǬc history-taking, examination and 
communication skills you need in the rotation’s 
speciality; you will learn about diagnosis, 
management and treatment of common 
conditions.
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+ Obstetrics and Gynaecology, and Sexual 
Health

+ Paediatrics and Therapeutics

+ Managing long-term conditions

+ Community mental health

+ Care of the elderly with Neurology

In Obstetrics and Gynaecology you will learn 
primarily about normal pregnancy and labour.

The Sexual Health rotation will develop your 
understanding of sexual health, including 
learning about sexually transmitted infections 
and contraception. 

In Paediatrics you will learn about normal 
growth and development (from conception to 
adulthood), and how presentation in children 
may vary from adults.

In Therapeutics you will learn about commonly 
prescribed drugs, their mechanism of action, 
drug interaction and adverse drug reactions. 
Therapeutics learning is not restricted to this 
rotation – you will learn about relevant drugs 
whilst on placement during other rotations too. 

In the Care of the elderly rotation, you will learn 
how presentation, treatment and recovery 
diǪer in an older patient. This rotation also 
includes Neurology: an introduction to common 
neurological conditions.

In the Managing long-term conditions 
rotation you will take part in General Practice 
Placements, and small group primary care 
academic teaching facilitated by experienced 
GP Tutors. Your learning will have a particular 
focus on disability and chronic illness. You will 
also learn about equality, diversity and inclusion 
in Medicine, as well as climate change and 
health, and sustainable healthcare to equip you 
with the skills needed to practise Medicine over 
the coming decades.

In the Community mental health rotation, you 
will learn about common psychiatric conditions.
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For more information visit lancaster.ac.uk/medicine
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Dr Megan Prince
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Soorya took a year out from 
studying Medicine and Surgery 
at Lancaster Medical School 
to study a BSc in Reproductive 
and Developmental Sciences at 
Imperial College London.

What made you choose to intercalate?



MBChB Medicine and Surgery

Lancaster Medical School 
considers applications to its 
medical degree programme in a 
four stage process.
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Academic qualiǬcations: all applicants who 
meet the academic entry requirements will 
progress to stage two.

+ A-level: Predicted grades of AAB in three A 







Open Days 
Open Days are your opportunity 
to come and meet us in person.
As you go through the process of deciding 
what you want to study and what kind of 
university you want to study at, you do need 
to go and visit them. There is no substitute for 
coming to visit our beautiful campus, to check 
out our award-winning accommodation and 
generally get a feel for the place. You­ll Ǭnd us 
to be a welcoming, inclusive community with a 
fully accessible campus.

Dates for the Open Days are:

Saturday 1st July 2023

Saturday 15th July 2023

Saturday 16th September 2023

Saturday 14th October 2023

Register your interest here:

Campus Tours Outside of the Open Days, we organise regular �F�D�P�S�X�V���W�R�X�U�V���W�R���J�L�Y�H���\�R�X���D���°�D�Y�R�X�U���R�I���O�L�I�H���D�W��Lancaster. You can book onto Open Days and Campus Tours at 

www.lancaster.ac.uk/visitus

�2�¬�H�U���+�R�O�G�H�U���(�Y�H�Q�W�V���,�I���\�R�X���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D�Q���R�¬�H�U���W�R���V�W�X�G�\���D�W���/�D�Q�F�D�V�W�H�U��University, you will be invited to come to an �2�¬�H�U���+�R�O�G�H�U���(�Y�H�Q�W�����7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���Y�H�U�\���G�L�¬�H�U�H�Q�W��to Open Days, where the focus is more on getting a general feel for the University. If an �2�¬�H�U���+�R�O�G�H�U���(�Y�H�Q�W���K�D�V���R�Q�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���L�W���L�V���W�R��

give a snapshot of what it is actually like to be 
a student studying at Lancaster University. So, 
�\�R�X�U���2�¬�H�U���+�R�O�G�H�U���(�Y�H�Q�W���P�L�J�K�W���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H���D���W�D�V�W�H�U��
session in problem-based learning, clinical skills 
or anatomy, or a real lecture or seminar. It will be 
hosted not only by our academic team, but by 
our students. Who knows, you might well end 
�X�S���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���I�H�O�O�R�Z���®�U�V�W���\�H�D�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U��
�W�K�H���Y�H�U�\���®�U�V�W���W�L�P�H��

Visiting us 
Lancaster is very well served by road, rail and 
air networks and is nearby to major cities such 
as Manchester and Liverpool. More information 
about visiting the University can be found at 
www.lancaster.ac.uk/travel

Please note: visits to campus for Open Days, �&�D�P�S�X�V���7�R�X�U�V�����D�Q�G���2�¬�H�U���+�R�O�G�H�U���(�Y�H�Q�W�V���P�D�\���E�H��subject to restrictions if government guidance changes. Please visit www.lancaster.ac.uk/visitus for up to date information.Disclaimer

The information provided in this brochure 
relates primarily to 2024/5 entry to the 
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\���H�¬�R�U�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���W�D�N�H�Q���W�R��
ensure the information is correct at the time 




